
Western Area Committee Meeting 
 

12th February 2026 
 

I attended the above online.  Unfortunately, the Committee did not meet the quorate 
regulation and therefore the meeting was abandoned and an “informal” meeting took 
place, with no voting. 
 
Insp Juilia Bassindale  was present and gave the following information relevant to 
Borden:- 
 

o Following reports of speeding, a lot of work had taken place in Borden.  They are 
doing more speed watch which will be repeated. 

o Poaching had been reported in Borden and is being dealt with. 
o Local Police are involved with ASB, off road bikes and scooters in Borden 

 
Sacha Taylor (Kent Resilience Team) gave a presentation on Strengthening Community 
Resilience.  She emphasised the importance of organisation of communities and  their 
preparation. 
 
Project Swale :- 
 

o Help strengthen communities 
o Broaden base of local volunteers, funded by MHCLG via KMRF 
o Opportunities for Swale 
o Boost local resilience, support training 
o Build partnerships 
o Learn from national programme 
o Address real world challenges 
o Be proactive 
o Spread the word 
o Online training  

 
Local Government Re-organisation update 
The Government wants to deliver your services differently – not discussed 
 
Community Governance Review 
 
Cllr Baldock was able to give an update to this as he had been present at the Working 
Group:- 
 
He confirmed:- 

• Iwade would see their boundaries changed.   
• Bobbing – questions were put to the public.  Gadby Road estate wanted to see 

themselves as separate, otherwise with Bobbing.  Meads/Kemsley Fields as a 
Parish Council or part of Bobbing? 

• Borden – no response from New Zealand Estate 



• Urban Tunstall were asked if they wanted to be separate from Sittingbourne 
Council. 

 
Policy and Resources Committee prepare for the second consultation 
 
Area Committee Review 
There were 14 recommendations which Full Council agreed.  Not all recommendations 
were read out; these are relevant to the Western Area:- 

▪ Councillors’ and Residents’ Forum instead of Area Committees – so residents 
know they are able to attend 

▪ 3 meetings instead of 4 a year 
▪ Summer would see a networking session 
▪ Locations – Western Area either at Swale House or Community venues 
▪ Agenda items will become area specific 
▪ All attendees will be allowed to vote on specific Agenda items 

 
Swale Bus Partnership Forum 
There was no one present. It became a general chat about the lack of this service 
 Cllr Baldock said it was impossible for Chestnut Street/Danaway residents as their bus 
service had been removed.  The Government has to invest money into bus travel.  Cllr 
Gibson (Bobbing) suggested a bus service that does a loop twice a day to take people to 
town.   
 
Cllr Nicola Butlin 
 
 
 

 
 
 


